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BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN WAYS  

In many parts of the country bikeways, sidewalks, and other pedestrian and recreational 

facilities have become integral parts of a holistic strategy to improve quality of life for 

neighborhoods and the communities that use them. The call for more walkable, livable, and 

accessible communities has resulted in bicycling and walking to emerge as indicators of the 

health and quality of life of a community.  Accommodations for bicycling, walking, and 

other recreational facilities should be a routine part of the planning, design, construction, 

operation, and maintenance of transportation facilities in the Macon Area Transportation 

Study (MATS) area and not as a last afterthought or òicing on the cakeó. 

 

This portion of the 2030 Comprehensive Plan and the Long Range Transportation Plan 

draws from the Macon-Bibb County Bikeways and Pedestrian Plan. The plan was meant to 

be primarily informational to serve as a first step in a comprehensive endeavor to address 

bicycle and pedestrian issues in the MATS area. A more in depth implementation strategy 

will be forth coming in the near future.  The plan completed in FY 03 presented proposed 

routes that were selected from a citizens committee and the plan also discussed 

improvements along current routes. The pedestrian element identified pedestrian needs such 

as sidewalks along transit routes throughout the community that are operated by the Macon 

Transit Authority.  

 

The proposed bicycle routes in the plan were chosen based upon various criteria that took 

into consideration the complexity that would be involved into bringing the routes fruition. 

Therefore, the bicycle element was driven by two objectives. The first objective was to 

identify existing routes and new routes that could be improved by adding striping to 

accommodate a bike lane and/or signage within the existing pavement width without 

requiring a major road project. The second objective was to identify new routes that would 

require new construction and coordinate the construction of these routes with 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) projects.  

 

Lastly, the Visual Preference Survey (VPS) provided invaluable community input on the 

importance of bicycle and pedestrian facilities in Bibb County. The VPS was most useful in 

articulating the community desires as they relate to bicycle and pedestrian facilities.  
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Fort Hill Street 

 
College Street and Cotton Street 

I. Inventory of Existing Conditions 

Bikeways 

The MATS area currently contains a total of six designated bikeways. One of the bikeways, 

the Ocmulgee Heritage Greenway, is also a multi-use path. The information in this section 

will provide a general description of the routes and the trip generators that are served by 

each route.  

Table _ 
Existing Designated Bicycle Routes 

Route From To Type Length 

East Macon Coliseum Dr. / Main St Shurling Dr./ 
Millerfield Rd 

Shared Lane 4.4 mi. 

Downtown Tatnall Square Park Central City Park Shared Lane 2.9 mi. 

Freedom Park Tatnall Square Academy Napier Ave. / 
Forsyth Rd 

Shared Lane / 
Bike Lane 

5.9 mi. 

Columbus Road Brentwood Ave. Columbus Rd.  Shared Lane 3.5 mi. 

Central Route Monroe Co. Line Houston Co. Line Shared Lane 21.1 mi. 

Ocmulgee Heritage 
Greenway 

MLK Bridge  Glenridge Dr. Muti-Use Off 
Road Facility 

1.5 mi. 

 

East Macon Bikeway 

The East Macon bikeway traverses along a historically 

and culturally significant portion of the city. The 

southern portion starts at Main Street and traverses to 

Emery Highway. The northern spur encompasses the 

length of Fort Hill Street from Main Street to Shurling 

Drive. This route then heads east on Shurling Drive and 

ends at Millerfield Road. Bicycle route signs are found along the route and sidewalks are 

provided.  This route offers access to several attractions in East Macon. Attractions such as 

Fort Hawkins, Ocmulgee National Monument, Northeast Plaza Shopping Center, 

Shurlington Plaza, and various schools can be reached along this route. 

 

Downtown Bikeway 

The Downtown route traverses through many historical 

areas and neighborhoods in Macon. This bikeway 

originates at Tatnall Square Park and it follows 

Oglethorpe Street, College Street, Georgia Avenue, New 

Street and Walnut Street. This route offers access to such  
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